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BALANCING RESEARCH INTERESTS,
DATA COLLECTION AND SHARING
THE WONDERS OF FIELD BIOLOGY
WITH WHOMEVER SHOWS UP
SCOTT SMYERS
There are many important topics related to
regulations and legal decisions that I need to
understand if I’m going to be taken seriously
as a wetland scientist. However, when I was
in college and decided to pursue a career
in wetlands and wildlife, my goal wasn’t to
review regulations, write reports focusing
on regulations or attend workshops about
regulatory revisions. I wanted to do field
biology with as little paperwork as possible –
I know many of you share this history. Well,
that wasn’t exactly possible if I was going to
make a decent living, but I think it is good for
all of us to find ways to do field work for the
sake of field work even if we aren’t charging

anyone for our time or earning credits to keep
up a certification. Volunteering one’s own free
time for a cause is more meaningful than if
that same person was paid to do the work. One
of my old professors was fond of explaining
that biologists exchange their work using a
unique currency. A currency not based on
gold, or arbitrary values determined by the
Federal Reserve, but one with the excitement
of discovery and academic knowledge.

I have found a balance in my professional
life by co-founding and volunteering for the
Friends of Wachusett Mountain. Wachusett
Mountain has many interesting ecosystems
and opportunities
for year-round
recreation. People love
the Mountain for their
own reasons. Part of
my reason for writing
this essay is to inspire
readers to volunteer
for something useful
and important. If you
already do, thank you
and keep it up! It is not
always easy or fun,
but it is important
for so many reasons.
I coordinate several
research projects
where I can work with
students or volunteers
to collect valuable
data, provide training
to enthusiastic
Photo 1: A handful of red efts from one of the Wachusett Mountain
assistants, and get
excursions. Photo by Scott Smyers.
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And, as always, feel free to contact me
by email at cori.m.rose@usace.army.
mil or corirose99@gmail.com. All ideas,
submissions, and general comments
regarding the Newsletter will be warmly
received.
The tentative deadlines for submittal of an
article to the AMWS Newsletter this year are:
•

March 10, 2016 for the April 2016
edition;
• June 10, 2016 for the July 2016 edition;
• September 10, 2016 for the October
2016 edition;
• December 10, 2016 for the January 2017
edition.
If possible, advance notice of the intent to
submit an article would be appreciated so
that we can plan accordingly. Thank you, in
advance, for your continued support of the
AMWS Newsletter!
Cori M. Rose, PWS

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION
AMWS is the only organization geared especially for wetlands
professionals working in Massachusetts. Our members include
wetland and soil scientists, hydrologists, engineers, attorneys,
academics, students, and others. Members who meet the Voting
Member requirements are strongly encouraged apply as such.
Please see www.amws.org for membership requirements,
membership information, and an application form. Annual
dues are:
• $65 for Private Sector Voting and Non-voting Members;
• $45 for Public Sector Voting and Non-voting Members;
• $20 for Student (Non-voting) Members;

The articles included in the
AMWS Newsletters are for our
reader's information. Inclusion
of these articles does not imply
endorsement by the AMWS.
Copyright © 2016 AMWS

• $20 for Retired Voting and Non-voting Members; and
• $360 for Corporate Membership. (Corporate Membership
allows multiple individuals from one company or recognized
organization to join AMWS at a reduced set rate based upon
ten individuals, with a pro rata fee applied to more than ten.
A separate application form should be provided for each
individual.)

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
MICHAEL HOWARD, PWS, CWS
After staring at a blank computer screen for what seems like
an eternity trying to craft together a mildly interesting and
reasonably coherent President’s Message, I do what I always
do for inspiration; I turn the music on and grab a cup of coffee.
Having just freshly scored a pair of tickets to see the “Boss” at the
Garden in February and with the topic of wetlands on my mind,
it seems fitting that I spin Bruce’s River album: We’d go down to
the river, and into the river we’d dive, oh down to the river we’d
ride huummmm … [see what I did there]. That does the trick as
my fingers begin to move and the keyboard comes alive with the
tapping of vowels, consonants and misplaced punctuation marks.
I currently live in a small town in central Massachusetts located
at the base of Mt. Wachusett. I make every effort to squeeze in
a daily early-morning hike up the mountain before heading off
to work and the hectic world of environmental consulting. My
wife says it is good for my heart and my soul! I cannot disagree.
I am often joined by my very faithful and energetic dog, Willow.
Together we rise up the steep, rocky, moss-covered slopes on the
east face of the mountain passing through stands of hemlock, oak
and beech. After rain events there is usually a cascade of water
flowing down the rocky trails before winding its way through the
forest towards the wetland systems located at the base of the
mountain. Under these conditions I often wonder if I am hiking
a jurisdictional intermittent stream bed, recreational trail or
both. Delineating wetlands in central Massachusetts can be a
challenge for the most experienced wetlands scientist with its
large expanses of Eastern hemlock (a wetlands indicator species
in Massachusetts), rocky soils, steep topography, boulders and
web-like maze of shallow intermittent flow patterns. These are
the types of delineations that keep you up at night and cause
you to question your sharply honed field skills. Under these
conditions it is important to have access to a strong network of
qualified and capable wetland and soil scientists to talk through
issues and challenges; solve problems; learn from other people’s
experiences; and to seek or offer advice on important regulatory
and policy matters. This brings me full circle back to AMWS.
AMWS was founded in 1991 and is approaching its one-quarter
century mark of service to wetland scientists in Massachusetts:
an accomplishment our founding members can be very proud of! I
am humbled and honored to lead the organization into 2016 along
with the support of our Board of Directors, Committee Chairs,
Administrator and, of course, our membership. Rest assured,
”Team AMWS” is working to develop new and fresh workshop
offerings; exploring teaming opportunities with sister organizations
in the other New England states; finding ways to promote AMWS
through social networking; identifying opportunities to consult
with the regulatory community on pending regulation changes;
laying out a series of attainable organizational goals for the year
ahead; and perhaps most importantly, identifying ways to better
serve you – our membership. In this regard, one of our priorities
in 2016 is to not only sustain, but grow our overall membership
numbers so that we remain a healthy and viable organization that
continues to provide the professional and high quality workshops
and newsletters that you have come to expect from AMWS. At
this year’s Annual Meeting we put forth a modest and fiscally
responsible proposal to increase individual membership dues
by $5.00. The proposed increase was overwhelmingly accepted

by the voting body in attendance at the Conference and it was
the first change to our fee structure since 2006 (when they were
reduced!).We will be reaching out to many of you in the days ahead
to encourage you to not only renew your current membership but
to reach out to your colleagues in the field and encourage them
to become a member or a more active part of our organization.
This issue of the AMWS Newsletter is filled with information that
is particularly relevant to our field of practice. For example, Scott
Smyers, AMWS Vice President, has penned an article describing
his ongoing amphibian and reptile research on Mt. Wachusett
and the importance of advancing good science through volunteer
opportunities with local non-profit groups (not dissimilar from our
experiences working with AMWS) and Michele Hunton and Glenn
Wood (Government Affairs Committee Chair) writes about citizen
involvement in federal Clean Water Act stormwater enforcement.
It serves as a good reminder that that the field of wetland science
encompasses much more than simply delineating a wetland
boundary with bright pink flagging!
May you enjoy the first newsletter of
2016 as much as we at AMWS have
enjoyed pulling it together.
Happy flagging!

A BRIEF UPDATE
FROM THE ETHICS
COMMITTEE
MICHAEL SEEKAMP
I would like to thank all who attended the AMWS annual
meeting and commend all of those who participated in the
lively discussion on ethical issues. Once again we could have
gone on for several more hours. Congratulations to the new
Board of Directors and thank you to the outgoing Board for
their exemplary service. The new Code of Professional Conduct
was passed unanimously and replaces the Code of Ethics.
A copy of the new Code can be accessed on the “about the
organization” page of the AMWS website.
After the meeting I had the opportunity to discuss additional
efforts AMWS could take to promote better relations among
members during the peer review process. To this end it was
suggested that the Ethics Committee, which I have the privilege
of chairing, could come up with guidelines or a handbook
for conducting peer reviews. In addition to aiding members
in negotiating this sometimes contentious process, it could
potentially be distributed to Conservation Commissions with
the goal of raising their awareness of our expectations for
professional conduct. At the same time it could raise their
awareness of our organization. Many wetland professionals
active in Massachusetts are not members of AMWS.
Through these efforts we might also make them aware of our
expectations of professional expertise and mutual respect.
If you would like to participate in creating such a guidance
document, please send your suggestions, concerns and
critiques to seekampm.sec@comcast.net.
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The Wonders (Continued from Page 1)

through the slopes with thick, organic-rich topsoil, dense
ferns and lichen-covered boulders. The amphibians
commonly found on Wachusett include red-backed
salamander, efts/eastern newts, spotted salamander,
wood frog, spring peeper, American toad, gray tree
frog, and pickerel, green, and bull frogs. In and along
the streams, there are three species of Plethodontid
(lungless) salamanders including two-lined, dusky, and
spring salamanders. After a rain or during humid/foggy
conditions in the summer, we have counted over 50 red
efts in less than two hours on more than one occasion.
I remember once from hiking along Bolton Brook and
another time coming down Administration Road. The two
opposite sides of the Mountain. There is a lot of biomass
of Notophthalmus v. veridescens on that there HILL!
The eft is the adolescent phase of the eastern newt. After
metamorphosis, the skin becomes granular and bright
orange. This also serves as a warning to predators that
they are distasteful and poisonous. I do not recommend
eating an eft, but you could probably lick one without
too bad of a result. Try it and let me know how it goes.
This skin is more resistant to desiccation and this
individual can now travel great distances away from
moisture. However, the forests around Wachusett are
very moist, so they can travel even farther. After two to
three years of wandering as a bright orange salamander,
it goes through another transition to maturity. The tail
flattens, grows a fin and the skin becomes moistened,
smooth, and olive-green. Sort of like a toad turning into
a frog, but in the same animal.
Spotted salamanders and wood frogs are common in
almost every pond across the Reservation, but the
Summit Pond is one of the most interesting ponds that
I both love and hate. The Summit Pond is on a ledge
terrace south of the real summit and it is rimmed with
a collapsing stone wall and is sparsely vegetated along
the inside of the wall with a couple small clumps of
shrubs. The immediate surroundings look more like
Photo 2: A school of those pesky goldfish at The Summit Pond
Photo by Scott Smyers.
an artificial pond in an urban park than a “natural”
feature. It is over five feet deep, has very little shade, is
out in the field myself where I’m not worried about a budget
exposed
to excessive wind, but never dries up. Currently, there
and have the luxury of freestyle thinking. Along with the other
great volunteers, I also lead educational outings open to the are thousands of goldfish and other introduced fish. There are
public. Sometimes these hikes or events are co-sponsored by some people who feel it is their duty to stock remote ponds. I’m
the Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation not sure what motivates them. Unfortunately, many visitors enjoy
(Mass DCR), Wachusett Mountain Ski Area, or the Cambridge feeding the fish using left over bread, crackers, and whatever else
Entomological Club. My main role is to coordinate the research they can find. After we removed hundreds of fish in 2003, small
effort, normally working with one to four college students per goldfish were documented again in 2005 and other species have
year on various projects (30 and counting). We focus on common been added. The populations have grown exponentially since then.
species and ecological topics that do not require expensive Goldfish are the dominant species, which many people believe
are herbivorous. That is wrong, they are omnivorous. Scavengers
technology, but are rich in old fashioned biology and in theory.
of the most despicable and lowest rank!
For example, Wachusett Mountain State Reservation encompasses
3,000 acres and hosts dozens of seasonal ponds. Each pond has
its own biological story. We’ve been able to learn a lot about
the amphibians that use these ponds for breeding and larval
development. The rich forests, including at least one yellow
birch and one pitch pine approaching 400 years of age, offer
some unique ecological settings. Narrow, stony streams cut

Spotted salamanders breed and lay eggs in this pool and newts
live there year round. However, I’ve only ever seen one wood
frog egg mass in the Summit Pond, and that was in 2004 – the
year after the fish removal. Wood frog adults can detect the
presence of fish, males avoid calling from ponds containing fish
and females are less likely to deposit eggs in ponds with these
Continued on Page 5
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The Wonders (Continued from Page 4)

potential predators. Spotted salamanders
do not discriminate or cannot detect the
fish. If it were not for the longevity of the
population, expansive forested habitat
and other nearby ponds without fish, this
would likely result in a downward trend
in the spotted salamanders. Maybe it has
already, but we do not study this pond very
carefully because the fish are too obnoxious
and cause me great angst.
Based on data from skeletochronology
(skeletal chronological aging) of spotted
salamanders, we have found that some
individuals are likely greater than 30 years
old. This is not surprising considering
some individuals are much larger (up to
3x larger) than many lowland populations.
They keep coming back to breed and lay
eggs even if only a small fraction of their
eggs (if any) make it through the larval
stage to metamorphosis. It sure would be
interesting to watch the pond recover after
another mass fish removal. The increase
in vegetation, invertebrates, salamanders
and frogs would be a great benefit to the
ecosystem.
There are many more ecological examples
from our work at Wachusett and how
some of the abundant species compare to
populations in other locations throughout
our region. The timing of frog calls of
spring peepers and wood frogs are normally
weeks later than the Cape and Islands, but
much earlier than the White Mountains.
This is not surprising considering snow
and ice stays longer into the spring in the
mountains, but how does this delay affect
Photo 3: Friends of Wachusett Mountain Entomological Club educational outing.
developing eggs and larvae? By examining
Photo by Scott Smyers.
developmental rates and sizes of tadpoles
from various populations, we can learn more
about how local climate and ecology affects
each life history phase (work ongoing). Some of our forest floor All of these topics are excellent for discussion during public
studies in old-growth sections of the forest have revealed a healthy programs sponsored by the Friends of Wachusett Mountain
population of the boreal camel cricket, Ceuthophilus brevipes, and we are glad to share this information with the Mass DCR
a cricket that does not chirp, but has extremely long antenna for their own programs. Volunteering for this group has been
used in communication for breeding and predator avoidance. an exciting opportunity to work with different people (to use a
The snail-eating beetle, Scaphinotus sp., a large black iridescent dirty word, networking) and organize meaningful events, while
beetle with extended mouthparts to reach inside snails, has also learning something new at an accessible location. This may not
been found regularly.
be as exotic as visiting foreign lands, but it is not necessarily
sacrificing quality for quantity. I highly recommend volunteering
Finally, a mention of one of the most exciting projects, although for a Friends group or similar non-profit/club because without
admittedly, it is not always well-received by the public, Snakes! volunteers these sorts of efforts wither and disintegrate.
The most common species of snake is the garter snake and this
species needs another dedicated story to cover even the most Scott Smyers, Senior Scientist
basics of why everyone should learn more about them and study Oxbow Associates, Inc.
them as much as possible. Until then, the list of snakes found smyers@oxbowassociates.com
concentrated around the few fields and ponds includes brown, 978-929-9508
milk, redbelly, water, and ring-necked. I have received numerous
reports of people swearing to have observed a rattlesnake, but for
some reason they never can produce a photograph.
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CONGRATULATIONS
TO OUR OWN
HEIDI DAVIS
FOR WINNING THE
GULF OF MAINE
KING TIDES
PHOTO CONTEST!
The second annual Gulf of Maine King Tides Photo Contest
was held on October 28-29, 2015 and generated more
than 100 entries of images of the exceptionally high tide
on those days at locations from Cape Cod Bay to Nova
Scotia. The King Tides Project helps communities in the
Northeastern US and Atlantic Canada visually connect
with and anticipate the impacts from rising sea levels as
well as help scientists and planners assess future flood
risks and anticipate associated hazards.

Photo 1: Heidi’s winning photo in the
Gulf of Maine King Tides photo contest

Photo 2: Second runner up in the contest Mike Barron, Hampton, New Hampshire

Photo 3: 3rd runner up in the contest Neil Robichaud, St. John New Brunswick
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REPORT OF THE
MASSACHUSETTS
COASTAL
EROSION
COMMISSION
In December 2015 the Massachusetts Coastal Erosion
Commission released its final report and recommendations
after being tasked by the Massachusetts Legislature to
investigate and document levels and impacts of coastal erosion
and develop strategies and recommendations to reduce,
minimize or eliminate the magnitude and frequency of impacts
from such. This two volume document includes the findings
of the Commission as well as includes the technical reports
compiled by the working groups for Science and Technology,
Legal and Regulatory, and Erosion Impacts. Digital copies
of the full report can be obtained by clicking on the link:
http://www.mass.gov/eea/waste-mgnt-recycling/coasts-andoceans/coastal-erosion-commission.html

2015 AMWS ANNUAL MEETING
HIGHLIGHTS
CORI M. ROSE
On December 4, 2015 members convened on a warm and
balmy day at the Tower Hill Botanical Garden in Boylston,
Massachusetts for this year’s AMWS Annual Meeting. By popular
demand the topic for the half-day meeting was “Ethics for Wetland
Professionals: Protect Yourself, Raise the Bar.” In usual fashion
the meeting facility was decked out with the holiday in mind and
the atmosphere was festive.
Outgoing President John Rockwood, in his parting words,
summarized several significant AMWS accomplishments over the
past two years. Of particular interest he noted Glenn Wood’s
(Rubin & Rudman, LLP) involvement on the behalf of AMWS in
the MassDEP Land Subject to Coastal Storm Flowage Technical
Advisory Committee. He also revealed the rare opportunity that
has been afforded to AMWS to review and provide comment on
the MassDEP/UMass Draft Wetland Replication Findings before
they are finalized and released to the public. It is anticipated that
these findings will be used by MassDEP to develop revisions to
the wetland replication performance standards for work within
Bordering Vegetated Wetlands. The above activities clearly
demonstrate that AMWS is recognized for its expertise and valued
for its contributions - something to make us all proud!
Bill Kuriger from W.E. Kuriger Associates presented a “Foundation
for Discussion of Professional Conduct” and provided historic
examples of professional ethical behavior and wetlands-related
unethical behavior. He used intriguing historical examples. The

first reflected upon constitutional scholar and lawyer Daniel
Webster and his winning argument to the Supreme Court in
the case of Federal power to regulate commerce (and therefore
navigation) in the landmark Gibbons v. Ogden case - and, of
course, this 1824 decision concluded that the power to regulate
interstate navigation was granted to Congress by the United States
Constitution Commerce Clause (Article 1, Section 8). The second
example was that of the famous Loch Ness Monster “Nessie” in
1933 and the involvement of highly respected British Surgeon,
Colonel Robert Kenneth Wilson, in perpetuating the hoax.
Adam Brodsky, Esq. from Drohan, Tocchio & Morgan PC
Attorneys at Law addressed Massachusetts State Conflict of
Interest Law (M.G.L. c. 268A), including a discussion pertaining to
Conservation Commission members and peer reviewers working
for municipalities as special municipal employees. Yes, a wetland
scientist acting as a peer reviewer is considered a “municipal
employee” under the Conflict of Interest Law as Amended by c.
194, Acts of 2011! See http://www.mass.gov/ethics/educationand-training-resources/implementation-procedures/municipalemployee-summary.html. When in doubt, always contact the State
Ethics Commission on-call attorney and/or file the necessary
disclosure forms. You can also request an informal written opinion
by submitting a request for legal advice at http://www.mass.gov/
ethics/about-the-commission/organization/the-legal-division/
request-268a-advice.html. Adam also discussed “forever bans”
and the one year “cooling off” period if you acted on behalf of
the municipality on a particular
issue. It was also interesting
to hear that your business
partners are also subject to the
same restriction after you leave
the employ of the town! Then Mr.
Brodsky went through several
recent adjudicatory cases and
their final outcome. Discussed
were the cases for Uxbridge
Conservation Commissioner
M. Potaski, Edgartown Dredge
Advisory Committee N. Rankow,
and Marion Conservation
Commissioner S. Briggs, Jr.
Then it was on to a panel
discussion moderated by Patrick
Garner (Patrick Garner Co.)
on the common challenges for
wetland professionals in the field
and during public presentations.
The panel consisted of previous
speakers Adam Brodsky and
Bill Kuriger, Michele Grzenda
(Weston ConCom), and Mike
Seekamp. A lively discussion
among

What a welcome! Tower Hill Botanical Garden’s halls were decked with nature-themed trees made from
recycled materials. Photo by Cori Rose

Continued on Page 8
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Annual Meeting (Cont’d from Page 7)

the attendees ensued along the line
of ethical systems thinking including
the “shades of grey” dilemma of graded
ethics, situational ethics and absolute
ethics. Something tells me that we
haven’t heard the last of the discussion
on ethics and integrity!
Finally, on to the annual business
meeting. At the meeting the
organization voted: 1) on the election
of new officers, 2) to adopt a new
Code of Professional Conduct in
place of the former Code of Ethics,
and 3) to raise the membership fee
for Private Sector Voting and NonVoting members, Public Sector Voting
and Non-voting members and for
Corporate Membership (see associated
information pieces within this edition
of the AMWS newsletter).
Cori M. Rose, PWS
cori.m.rose@usace.army.mil
978-318-8306

2015 AMWS Annual Meeting. Photo by Cori Rose

OPPORTUNITY FOR
MEMBERS WHO HAVE
NEVER PARTICIPATED IN
AN AMWS WORKSHOP
AMWS is the only professional organization providing
information and continuous educational opportunities for area
wetland scientists. You expect your doctor to keep up with the
latest medical advances; hold yourself to the same standard.
For example, NOAA has recently released Atlas 14, which now
specifically supersedes the 1960’s TP-40 Atlas. Rainfall events
are significantly higher for 50 & 100 year storms, often by more
than 20%. Use of accurate data can be life-saving. Wetland
scientists have the opportunity as design team members to
influence use of these most updated extreme precipitation
numbers.
AMWS has covered the importance of such current data at
several workshops, beginning with our 2007 Annual Meeting
on Climate Change. 2016 AMWS workshops are now under
development.
You can be sure that they will include “news you can use,”
both in your daily practice and in your understanding of
wetland science. To help the 100+ of you who have never taken
an AMWS workshop, you may take 20% off the cost of one
workshop this year.
Next AMWS workshop: 4/01/16 HOW TO BE AN EXPERT
WITNESS (And Present Yourself At Your Best in Other Stressful
Public Presentations). See www.amws.org for more info.
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THE AMWS
NEWSLETTER
WANTS YOU!
The AMWS Newsletter Committee
is seeking an energetic, Assistant
Editor with knowledge of social networking to “learn the
ropes” and assist with production of the quarterly newsletter.
Working on the Newsletter is a great way to get involved in
the AMWS community and meet others involved in the public
and private wetlands sector in Massachusetts. The Assistant
Editor will conduct research on topical leads and potential
authors for contribution of future articles, provide editorial
comments and corrections and, yes, write Newsletter features.
Solicitation of authors and articles is an on-going process. If
you are interested in this opportunity or have any questions,
please contact Cori M. Rose at cori.m.rose@usace.army.mil.

IN MEMORIUM
Dr. Walter Hewitson of Bridgewater died
January 31, 2016, age 82. He was a professor
at Bridgewater State University, in the Biology
Department and had flagged wetlands in southeastern
Massachusetts for the past thirty years. Dr. Hewitson also
served on the Bridgewater Conservation Commission. A
memorial service was held at the Bridgewater Congregational
Church Friday February 5, 2016. Colleagues were asked to
wear a pink ribbon marked with his trademark, WH #1.

INTRODUCING
THE RHODE ISLAND SOCIETY OF
ENVIRONMENTAL PROFESSIONALS
DANIEL LANIER
On New England’s scenic and popular
south coast, from the southern reaches of
the Blackstone Valley and along the shores
of Narragansett Bay, an organization
known as “RISEP” serves the community
of environmental practitioners working
in Rhode Island. Since 1989, RISEP has
helped environmental professionals stay
abreast of regulatory and technical trends
affecting the lives and activities of residents
and workers in Rhode Island. Moreover,
RISEP has sought to cultivate the success
of “the environmental industry,” in a broad
sense, providing forums for the exchange
of information, opportunities for business
networking, professional development,
and scholarships for future professionals.
RISEP’s membership embraces a diverse
group of practitioners: engineering and
environmental consulting firms, industry/
manufacturing, academia, attorneys,
government and quasi-public agencies,
and environmental technology businesses.
The organization consists of about 60
member firms and institutions, comprising
a membership list of over 200 individuals.
In addition, RISEP’s mailing list reaches
nearly 300 nonmember subscribers
with an interest in Rhode Island’s
environmental affairs. Membership is
open to all, and is available to individuals
and corporations. Several members do
not have operations located in Rhode
Island, but find participation in RISEP
as a valuable method of keeping in touch
with environmental matters in the Ocean
State. Currently, RISEP offers student
membership gratis as a way of reaching
out to young and upcoming environmental
sector participants.
Operating strictly on a nonprofit, volunteer
basis, RISEP’s leadership consists of four
officers (Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary,
and Treasurer), and a Board of Directors.
Participants on RISEP’s board reflect the
diversity of the organizations membership,
having included professionals from
consulting, contracting, legal, public
utilities, laboratory services, and
regulatory.

The annual schedule typically features two
spring and two fall program luncheons
at local venues. These events feature
technical or regulatory topics and
speakers of interest to members, and
often involve the participation of member
organizations. The first meeting during the
calendar year is the annual membership
meeting. Examples of some of the past
luncheon topics include: RI Department
of Environmental Management‘s (RIDEM’s)
Stormwater Policies and Soil Erosion and
Sediment Control Guidance; RI Emergency
Management Agency update on the National
Flood Insurance Program; RIDEM’s
“Historical Agricultural Use Policy;” and
GrowSmart Rhode Island’s ongoing efforts
to foster positive development in the state.
In addition, RISEP holds several social
events for professional networking,
including our annual summer event, a
festive holiday gathering in the winter, and
a number of informal evening gatherings.
RISEP’s events provide ample opportunities
for corporate sponsorships at various
levels, which simultaneously offer the
privilege of publicity for sponsors and the
benefit of funding for RISEP’s scholarships.
Popular networking events and venues
have included evening cruises, lobster
bakes, sampling craft beers at Trinity
Brewhouse, and bowling at Pawtucket’s
Hope Artiste Village.
RISEP supports several committees that
carry out specific functions. The Business
Development Committee, which organizes
networking events, and the Regulatory
and Legislative Committee are the most
popular of these. The latter committee
has worked closely with RIDEM on a
number of successful initiatives recently

that have helped RIDEM develop and
promote new policies. The Student
Outreach and Scholarship Committee
has held informational “career nights”
and administered scholarships for college
students seeking environmental careers.
RISEPs Education Committee has offered
courses for professional development and
credit, including a “GIS for Environmental
Professionals” and an introduction to
environmental organic chemistry.
Over the years, RISEP has enjoyed
collaborating with other organizations in
programs and networking events. Among
these partners have been the Society of
American Military Engineers, American
Planning Association, Connecticut Society
of Women Environmental Professionals,
and Environmental Business Council.
With a sense of pride in its 26 years
of dedication to the quality of Rhode
Island’s environment and environmental
professionals, RISEP looks forward to the
continued success of its efforts. In so
doing, they encourage new members to join
and participate in these activities. Please
see www.risep.org for more information.
Dan Lanier is an environmental consultant
active in the southern New England region.
He has served as a RISEP director and
officer for many years.
Daniel Lanier
RISEP Chair, CHMM, LSP, LEP
lanierdan@comcast.net
401-301-7198
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CALENDAR AND AMWS WORKSHOPS
For the most current information on upcoming 2016 AMWS Workshops, go to www.amws.org.
FEBRUARY 21-24, 2016
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF CLEAN WATER AGENCIES
WINTER CONFERENCE
WESTIN, SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA
The conference theme this year is “Back to the Basics…Will Compliance
Concerns Derail Efforts to Innovate?” The meeting will include board
and committee meetings as well as two days of plenary session that will
explore increasing regulatory requirements and the external drivers that
present compliance challenges for the utility sector. More information
can be found at http://www.nacwa.org/16winter/.
MARCH 11, 2016
SOIL & WATER CONSERVATON SOCIETY (SWCS)
SOUTHERN NEW ENGLAND CHAPTER WINTER CONFERENCE
“SWAMP THINGS”
PUBLICK HOUSE INN, STURBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS
The winter meeting will bring together regional experts in the field
of energy transmission management, wetland crossing construction
and the various levels of environmental regulation to describe how
wetland crossings are designed, permitted, constructed and restored.
Register for this event at http://www.eventbrite.com/e/swampthings-installation-restoration-of-temporary-wetland-crossingsregistration-19792440723.
APRIL 1, 2016 (FRIDAY)
HOW TO BE AN EXPERT WITNESS
TOWER HILL BOTANIC GARDEN, BOYLSTON, MASSACHUSETTS
Save this date! Visit www.amws.org for details.
APRIL 18-22, 2016
6TH NATIONAL CONFERENCE
ON ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION (NCER)
UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA, CORAL SPRINGS, FLORIDA
The NCER is an interdisciplinary conference on large-scale ecosystem
restoration that brings together scientists, engineers, policy makers,
planners and partners from across the country actively involved in
large-scale ecosystem restoration. This year’s conference theme is
“Ecosystem Restoration in Action.” Key conference themes of interest
will likely include Linking Science to Decision-making, Adapting
to Emerging Ecosystem-scale Stressors (e.g. Climate Change and
Invasive Species), and Current Challenges for Ecosystem Restoration
in Today’s Economic and Political Climate. The website is located at
http://conference.ifas.ufl.edu/ncer2016/ and more information on the
conference can be obtained from conference coordinator Beth MillerTipton at bmt@ufl.edu.
APRIL 22-24, 2016
THE 16TH NORTHEAST NATURAL HISTORY CONFERENCE
SHERATON SPRINGFIELD HOTEL
SPRINGFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS
The Northeast Natural History Conference sponsored by Eagle Hill
Institute promises again to be the largest regional forum for researchers,
natural resource managers, students, and naturalists to present current
information on the varied aspects of applied field biology (freshwater,
marine, and terrestrial) and natural history for the Northeastern United
States and adjacent Canada. Confirmed sessions include a session on
Freshwater and Marine Ecology. The conference program committee
is now accepting proposals for workshops, field trips and special
events. If you are seeking more information or would like to register
go to the conference website at http://www.eaglehill.us/NENHC_2016/
NENHC2016.shtml.
MAY 10-13, 2016
19TH ANNUAL NATIONAL MITIGATION &
ECOSYSTEM BANKING CONFERENCE
OMNI HOTEL CONVENTION CENTER, FORT WORTH, TEXAS
One of a kind, this conference is the first national venue that is
current for timely content and dialogue on important issues related
to mitigation, conservation and mitigation banking. In addition to the
National Mitigation Banking Association annual meeting, Regulators
Forum and plenary sessions this meeting includes multiple workshops
including “Game Change – Mitigation Analyst 3.0”, “101 Banking Basics”,
“Regulatory In Lieu Fee and Bank Information Tracking System (RIBITS)”,
and “101: Stream Mitigation Banking.” The conference website is located
at http://www.mitigationbankingconference.com/index.html.
NOTICE: The intent of the Calendar is to provide timely information on
conferences and courses to our membership. Mention of a particular
conference, course, or company in the Calendar does not imply
endorsement by AMWS.
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MAY 31 – JUNE 4, 2016
SOCIETY OF WETLAND SCIENTISTS (SWS)
ANNUAL MEETING
AMERICAN BANK CENTER, CORPUS CHRISTI, TEXAS
Save the Date! This year’s meeting entitled “Protection Wetland
Ecosystem Services. Promoting Stronger Economies” will highlight the
interdisciplinary nature of wetland science and practice, how wetland
protection and restoration plan a positive role in our economy and the
importance of using sound science to inform management strategies
and enhance societal wetland benefits. For more information go to the
SWS meeting website at http://swsannualmeeting.org/.
JUNE 20-22, 2016
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON RIVER CONNECTIVITY BEST
PRACTICES AND INNOVATIONS - FISH PASSAGE 2016
UNIVERSITY OF MASSACHUSETTS, AMHERST, MASSACHUSETTS
This three-day conference will have concurrent sessions in engineering,
biology, management and monitoring techniques of interest to
researchers, educators, practitioners’, funders and regulators who have
an interest in advancements in fishways, nature-like fishways, stream
restoration and stabilization, dam removal, road ecology and aquatic
connectivity. The conference website is located at https://fishpassage.
umass.edu/. The oral presentations abstract deadline is February 24,
2016. For more information on this conference follow the web link
or contact the coordination team via Dr. Adrian Jordaan at ajordaan@
eco.umass.edu.
AUGUST 7-12, 2016
ECOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF AMERICA’S ANNUAL MEETING
BROWARD COUNTY CONVENTION CENTER
FT. LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA
Building on The Ecological Society of America’s 2015 Centennial
meeting—Ecological Science at the Frontier—the 101st annual meeting
will support sessions that explore how ecosystem structure and function
respond to multiple drivers of change, how resource managers can
cope with developing novel ecosystems, and potential benefits and
problems that society will face as we progress into the Anthropocene
Epoch. Information will be posted as it becomes available at http://
esa.org/ftlauderdale/.
NOVEMBER 18, 2016 (FRIDAY)
AMWS ANNUAL MEETING
TOWER HILL BOTANIC GARDEN, BOYLSTON, MASSACHUSETTS
Save this date! Visit www.amws.org for details.
DECEMBER 10-15, 2015
RESTORE AMERICA’S ESTUARIES COASTAL SUMMIT AND
25TH BIENNIAL MEETING OF THE COASTAL SOCIETY
HILTON NEW ORLEANS RIVERSIDE, NEW ORLEANS, LOUSIANA
This will be the second collaboration between Restore America’s
Estuaries and The Coastal Society. The meeting “Our Coasts, Our Future,
Our Choice” will build on the successful partnership established in
2014 and will provide an opportunity to address many coastal issues
that both organizations have in common in a holistic, cost-effective
way. Subscribe to the news feed for more information as it becomes
available at https://www.estuaries.org/Summit.
For the most current information on upcoming AMWS Workshops in
2016, go to www.amws.org.

STORMWATER ENFORCEMENT UNDER THE FEDERAL
CLEAN WATER ACT: NON-PROFIT ENVIRONMENTAL
ORGANIZATIONS TAKING THE LEAD
MICHELE A. HUNTON, ESQ. AND GLENN A. WOOD, ESQ.
While many associate the requirement to
obtain a permit under the Federal Water
Pollution Control Act, more commonly
known as the Clean Water Act (“CWA”),
as being limited to a large power plant
or similar facility directly discharging
pollutants into a water body, the CWA
also requires permits for stormwater
discharges. Stormwater pollution results
from various industrial and non-industrial
activities. For example, as water flows
across pavement, it collects pollutants in
its path and slowly creates a toxic brew of
nutrients, pesticides, metals, sediments,
petroleum residues and automobile
fluids, among other pollutants. As many
water bodies in New England do not meet
basic water quality standards for public
health and recreation and climate change
may further exacerbate pollution from
stormwater runoff due to the predicted
frequency and intensity of precipitation
events, environmental organizations are
ramping up their enforcement efforts
related to stormwater pollution.
In 1987, Congress amended the CWA to
require that facilities engaged in certain
industrial activities obtain stormwater
discharge permits. Water Quality Act of
1987, Pub. L. No. 100-4, §405, 101 Stat
7 (1987); see 55 Fed. Reg. 47990, 4799193 (Nov. 16, 1990). These permits are
required because Section 301(a) of the
CWA, 33 U.S.C. §1311(a), prohibits the
“discharge of any pollutant” into waters
of the United States from a point source
unless the discharge is authorized by
a valid National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (“NPDES”) permit
issued pursuant to Section 402(p) of the
CWA, 33 U.S.C. §1342(p). The requirement
to obtain stormwater discharge permits is
broad because “point source” pursuant
to Section 502(14) of the CWA, 33 U.S.C.
§1362(14), is defined broadly to include
any discernible, confined and discrete
conveyance, including, among other
things, ditches, channels, containers or
pipes. Further, the definition of “discharge
of a pollutant” is also broad and includes
“additions of pollutants into waters of the
United States from surface runoff which
is collected or channeled by man [.]” 40
C.F.R. §122.2.20.

The EPA initially developed a phased
approach for regulating stormwater
discharges under the NPDES permitting
program. Post-construction stormwater
runoff was first regulated in 1990 when
the EPA promulgated regulations, in
40 C.F.R. §122.26, requiring industrial
dischargers to submit applications for
NPDES permit coverage. EPA issued a
NPDES Storm Water Multi-Sector General
Permit (“MSGP”) for Industrial Activities.
EPA reissued the MSGP in October 2000,
65 Fed. Reg. 64746, in September 2008, 73
Fed. Reg. 56572, and most recently in June
2015. 80 Fed. Reg. 34,403.23. Industrial
dischargers are required to obtain coverage
under the MSGP and comply with its
requirements or obtain coverage under
an individual NPDES permit. Under the
MSGP, industrial dischargers must file
a Notice of Intent (“NOI”) with the EPA to
be covered by the MSGP and they must
develop and implement a Stormwater
Pollution Prevention Plan (“SWPPP”). The
2015 MSGP required each subject facility
to file its NOI for coverage by September
2, 2015.
The changes in the new 2015 MSGP for
stormwater discharges associated with
industrial activities include that a NOI
requires more information to determine
eligibility, disclosures in the NOI are
required to be in electronic format, and
site inspection procedures are updated.
The new 2015 MSGP also includes revised
deadlines and corrective actions that
trigger SWPPP review, and there is greater
SWPPP informational access for the public,
the EPA and other federal agencies.
Both the EPA and environmental
organizations have focused their CWA
stormwater enforcement on various
sectors, including recycling facilities,
municipalities’ storm water systems,
and more currently, sand and gravel
and cement companies throughout New
England. Environmental organizations in
New England have focused in recent years
on the enforcement of the requirements
for industrial facilities to obtain and
comply with stormwater permitting
requirements under the CWA. While
the EPA has the authority to enforce

stormwater regulations in Massachusetts,
environmental organizations have found
that the EPA has failed to adequately
enforce stormwater pollution regulations
in waterbodies throughout New England,
including the Charles River and several
waterbodies in Rhode Island. For example,
in March 2015, the Conservation Law
Foundation sued the EPA in the United
States District Court for the District of
Rhode Island, arguing that the EPA failed
to notify certain commercial, industrial,
and institutional operations discharging
stormwater runoff that they must obtain
permits for their stormwater discharges.
This case is still pending in Federal Court.
Since these organizations believe that
the EPA is failing to undertake proper
enforcement of stormwater discharge
requirements under the CWA, they have
taken it upon themselves under the citizen
suit provision of the CWA to enforce
stormwater permitting requirements,
alleging violations of permits, violations
due to lapses in permits, and violations
due to failures to obtain permits. Similar to
the situation in Rhode Island, in November
2015 the Conservation Law Foundation
sued Henniker Sand & Gravel in Concord,
New Hampshire District Court arguing
that the facility failed to obtain permits
to discharge into Amey Brook, which is
a stream that runs through the center of
the company’s sandpit operations. The
lawsuit, which seeks $37,500 per day in
penalties, does not allege the lack of any
specific discharge, and instead only alleges
the lack of permits obtained.
It is often the case that many facilities
being sued are unaware of the
requirements under the CWA to obtain
a permit for stormwater runoff related to
their industrial activities. It is therefore
important for industrial facilities in New
England to review their operations to
determine whether a stormwater permit
is required and whether they are in
compliance with an existing permit to avoid
extensive costs that may result from a
lawsuit. Environmental organizations often
demand in their lawsuits that facilities
Continued on Page 12
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pay $37,500 per day in penalties, the
maximum amount allowed under the CWA.
As a practical matter, most cases are
resolved by Consent Decrees, which are
agreements between parties that are
monitored by the Federal Court for a
period of time. These Decrees often contain
requirements such as: that a facility obtain
a permit within a specified time period; that
a facility implement measures to comply
with effluent limitations in an existing
permit; that facilities contribute significant
funds to a Supplemental Environmental
Project (“SEP”) to benefit waterbodies in
the vicinity of the facility; and that the
environmental organization has the ability
to monitor permit compliance through the
life of the Consent Decree. Consent Decrees
further may require that facilities pay the
environmental organization’s attorney fees
and costs, which may in some instances
be close to $150,000 or more. Therefore,
there exists an enormous financial risk
for facilities that are not in compliance
with stormwater permitting requirements
under the CWA. While facilities are often
not required to pay the maximum penalty
of $37,500 per day, they are frequently
required to pay significant funds towards
a SEP and attorney fees.
It is also critical to continue to track the
status of the EPA’s “Clean Water Rule,”
which the United States Court of Appeals
for the Sixth Circuit stayed on October
9, 2015. This Rule will affect the extent
of jurisdiction of the CWA’s stormwater
permitting requirements because under
the Rule the discharge of pollutants
into “waters of the United States” may
include, among other things, discharges
into tributaries that impact the health
of downstream waters and waters with a
significant nexus that are within 4,000
feet of jurisdictional waters. As stormwater
discharge requirements and other
requirements under the CWA continue
to evolve, this is an important topic to
stay abreast of for industrial facilities,
municipalities, scientists, environmental
organizations, government agencies, and
consultants alike.
Michele A. Hunton, Esq.
Rubin & Rudman, LLP
617-330-7024
mhunton@rubinrudman.com
Glenn A. Wood, Esq.
Rubin & Rudman, LLP
617-330-7016
gwood@rubinrudman.com
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AMWS ELECTS NEW OFFICERS
IN 2016
During the Business Meeting at the December 2015 AMWS Annual Meeting, the
membership elected the slate of officers put forth by the Nominations Committee.
AMWS warmly welcomes the following officers:
President: Michael Howard, Epsilon Associates, Inc.
Vice President: Scott Smyers, Oxbow Associates, Inc.
Treasurer: Richard Kirby, LEC Environmental Associates, Inc.
Secretary: Stacy Minihane, Beals and Thomas, Inc.
Contact information for the above-listed AMWS Officers and the AMWS Committee
Chairs are provided on Page 2 of the Newsletter.

MEET SCOTT SMYERS, OUR NEW
AMWS VICE PRESIDENT
I have been working as a consulting wetlands biologist in Massachusetts since 1993
(except for about 2 years of graduate school in Louisiana). My driving interest is field
studies of amphibians, reptiles, insects and fossils from New England and I currently
direct or participate in independent research projects on these groups ranging from
Nantucket to the White Mountains. I also volunteer and co-founded the Friends
of Wachusett Mountain and participate as an active member of the Cambridge
Entomological Club. As
the current President of
the Friends of Wachuset
I help organize public
programs and conduct field
research with students and
volunteers. I also organize
field trips and assist in the
identification of presenters
for the Cambridge
Entomological Club.
See more about Scott’s
adventures on the front
cover of this newsletter
edition.

A MESSAGE FROM INCOMING
TREASURER RICH KIRBY
Thank you for the opportunity to serve on the AMWS Board as Treasurer. I am excited
to contribute to the Association, and expedite the financial end of AMWS. I have
been working in the environmental field since graduating from Boston University
in 1998, and have been with LEC since 1999. Before joining LEC, I worked as an
interpretive naturalist with the Cape Cod Museum of Natural History in Brewster,
and as the rare shorebird monitor at Sandy Neck Beach in Barnstable. I currently
work as a Senior Wetland Scientist, and manage LEC’s Worcester office.

MEET STACY MINIHANE, OUR
NEW AMWS SECRETARY!
Having recently been elected as Secretary, I am excited to contribute to AMWS which
has been instrumental in my wetlands education and career. I am currently a PWS
and an Associate at Beals and Thomas, Inc. (B+T), but when I began my career 12+
years ago, I had just graduated from Bowdoin College with a Bachelor's Degree in
Biology and Environmental Studies and a minor in Music (I briefly also considered
an English major).
My time at college generally focused on coastal and marine environments (and
clarinet). I was fortunate to participate in research in the Gulf of Maine studying red
tides, at Woods Hole studying nutrient issues, and in North Carolina studying carbon
sequestration. When I started at B+T I was grateful to have strong and supportive
mentors at the firm, and appreciative that professional organizations like AMWS
existed. In my opinion, the high-caliber of educational workshops as well as the
ability to interact with others in the profession is what sets AMWS apart.
I lead the Permitting and Environmental Services Discipline and the Planning and
Permitting Group at B+T. I am involved in the management, wetland and wildlife
habitat-related services and overall permitting for several exciting projects. These
include the creation of an acre of salt marsh in New Bedford and the development of a tri-town mixed-use project encompassing
6,100 acres, with uses including commercial, industrial, residential, renewable energy, agriculture, and significant conservation
of state-listed species habitat. I enjoy the process of developing and conserving land and water resources in an environmentally
responsible manner, and count myself lucky to have found a career that unites my natural resources, regulatory and writing
interests.

DIGITAL APPLICATIONS
FOR THE
WETLAND SCIENTIST:
DRAGONFLY ID
Dragonfly ID is a result of collaboration between
BirdsEye Apps (http://www.birdseyebirding.
com/apps/dragonfly-id-app/), Odonata Central
and the Xerces Society and it has the potential
to be a useful field tool for dragonflies and
damselflies in New England for long term
record keeping. It combines a collection of the
Odonata Central Database of crowd-sourced
information, sightings with GPS location and
photographs. It maintains year-long and life
lists of your sightings, which can be synced with
Odonata Central. It charts species abundance
and frequency in your local area but is limited
by the amount of information submitted in the
region of use.
It is currently available for free download and use
for Apple IOS operating systems. The application
for Android is coming soon.
If you are aware of new digital applications that
may be of interest to your AMWS peers, please
drop AMWS Editor Cori Rose a note.

WHAT IS THE
NATIONAL
CONSERVATION
EASEMENT
DATABASE?
The National Conservation Easement
Database (NCED) (http://nced.
conservationregistry.org/) is the first
national database of conservation
easement information, compiling
records from land trust and public
agencies throughout the United States.
It is a partnership of national
conservation groups, local and regional
land trusts and state and federal
agencies. The goal of the project is to
track and make publicly available,
through a voluntary and secure parcel,
the most comprehensive data under
conservation easement.
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A SNAP SHOT OF 2015 STATE AND FEDERAL
WETLAND, WATERS AND WATER POLLUTION
CONTROL ENFORCEMENT ACTIONS
CORI M. ROSE
Provided below is a list of businesses and
individuals penalized in 2015 for violating
environmental laws by the Massachusetts
Department of Environmental Protection
(MassDEP), attorney general, court system
or the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA). This list was compiled from various
sources including ecoRI News (staff),
the U.S. EPA Region 1 press releases,
MassDEP Energy & Environmental Affairs
News Releases, and U.S. Department
of Justice Environment and Natural
Resources Division. Please note that this is
not intended to be a complete list and most
likely does not reflect all such state and
federal enforcement and non-compliance
activity.

17, 2014 and observed 17 environmental
violations.

Feb. 20 ($10,000)

March 27, 2015 ($12,500)

Jan. 15 ($5,500)

MassDEP fined P&S Trucks and Parts
Inc. and Chase Realty Trust for failing to
properly notify the agency of groundwater
contamination at its 571 Chase Road
location in Lunenburg, in violation of
waste-site cleanup regulations. In 2004,
MassDEP was notified of petroleum in
groundwater that had migrated within 500
feet of a private drinking-water well.

An EPA settlement with the Gilbane
Building Company in North Reading, Mass.
resolved alleged complaints regarding
the runoff of sediment and contaminated
discharges into streams and waterways
during work at the North Reading Middle/
High School complex. Although the
company did file a construction general
permit it did not sufficiently implement
best management practices to minimize
discharge into the Ipswich River.

MassDEP fined St. Mark’s School of
Southborough for May 2014 violations of
the school’s groundwater discharge permit
for its wastewater treatment facility on the
high-school campus on Marlborough Road.
Jan. 21 ($5,750)
MassDEP fined LS Property Maintenance,
Inc. of Chicopee for discharging waste
floor-finishing solution to a storm drain
at an Easthampton commercial property
on July 2, 2014.
Jan. 29 ($1,000)
MassDEP fined Norman Dellaghelfa, Jr. for
an environmental violation at his MJD Real
Estate warehouse facility at 115 Howland
Ave. in Adams. MJD was cited for failure to
meet regulatory deadlines for assessment
and clean up of a release of metals and
semi-volatile organic compounds to soil
at this location.
Feb. 6 ($18,000)
MassDEP fined OFS Fitel LLC,
a manufacturer of fiber optic wire in
Sturbridge, for violating state Air Pollution
Control, Hazardous Waste, Industrial
Wastewater and Toxics Use Reduction
regulations. MassDEP conducted
inspections of the company’s facility on
Hall Road on June 26, June 27 and July

Feb. 18 ($265,000)
Suffolk Superior Court issued a judgment
against a New York City-based company
for failure to adequately address historical
releases of chlorinated solvents at the
former Kent Silversmith plating facility at
5 Myrtle St. in Taunton. The court order
resulted in penalties and fees against the
Michael C. Fina Co. and a requirement
that the company and its environmental
contractor perform a timely assessment
and cleanup at the site.

Feb. 27 ($19,000)
MassDEP fined Hamid Shirkhan for
Wetlands Protection Act violations and
required him to bring his residential
property in Manchester-by-the-Sea back
into compliance. The violations were
first noted in September 2010 when
unpermitted landscaping walls and
alteration within the wetland buffer zone
and coastal bank were noted by the local
conservation commission.
March 11 ($5,000)
MassDEP fined Life Care Centers of
America, Inc. for 2013 and 20`014
groundwater discharge permit violations
at its wastewater treatment facility that
serves the company’s Nashoba Valley
location on Foster Street in Littleton.
March 19 ($2,875)
MassDEP fined T.R. Stone Trucking Inc., a
Palmer-based trucking firm with a facility

in Springfield, for failing to notify the
agency that a diesel-fuel spill of about 15
gallons had occurred at 11 Tapley St. in
Springfield on Sept. 27, 2014.
March 20 ($11,586)
MassDEP fined New England Motor
Freight, Inc. for violations of waste-site
cleanup regulations at the company’s
terminal at 1311 Union St. in West
Springfield. The company was cited for
failure to meet regulatory deadlines related
to the cleanup of a release of petroleum
contaminants to soil — gasoline from an
underground storage tank in April 1989.

April 9 ($11,937)
MassDEP fined Pan Am Railways Inc., a
North Billerica-based railroad operator
with a train yard in East Deerfield, for
violation of oil spill notification regulations
related to a motor oil spill at the East
Deerfield yard in July 2014.
April 16 ($4,882)
MassDEP fined Getty Properties Corp.,
owner of the Chestnut Mart which operates
a public water system in Granby, for
failing to comply with monitoring and
reporting requirements for total coliform
bacteria and exceeding the drinking water
contaminant standard for total coliform
bacteria. Getty operates an on-site well at
the Chestnut Mart and, due to the previous
detection of bacteria, Getty installed
equipment to disinfect the water. However,
during five months in 2014, Getty failed
to adequately monitor for total coliform
Continued on Page 15
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bacteria and report monitoring results as
required by regulation.
April 30 ($28,125)
MassDEP fined the City of Quincy for
wetlands violations associated with the
installation of an equalization pipe to
address drainage and flooding near Faxon
Field. The pipe, which is 12 inches in
diameter and about 75 feet long, was
installed at 122 Russell Park without
having obtained approval for work in an
area that contains wetlands.
July 21, 2015 ($152,000)
EPA agreed to settle allegations of Clean
Water Act violations for Pan Am Railways at
two of its operating rail yards, one in East
Deerfield, Mass. (see state fine described
above) and the other in Waterville, Maine.
Allegations involved non-compliance with
the conditions of its Multi-Sector General
Permit for Stormwater Discharges, its
Natural Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System Permit, and Oil Pollution
Prevention Regulations. In addition to the
financial penalty, Pan Am will undertake
an Environmental Culture Assessment in
which they will develop and implement
action plans to improve environmental
culture at five of its New England sites
including E. Deerfield, Ayer and North
Billerica, Mass.
Aug. 12 ($36,775)
MassDEP fined Central Mass Recycled
Metals, LLC, which operates a scrap-metal
recycling business at 14-21 McCracken
Road in Millbury, for violating state
asbestos and mercury management
regulations. MassDEP officials inspected
the company’s recycling facility in August
and October 2013. During the August
inspection, agency personnel observed
dry, asbestos-containing insulation lying
unconfined on the ground, on pieces of
scrap metal and on pieces of dismantled
boilers exposed to ambient air. During
the October inspection, agency personnel
determined the company was partially
crushing vehicles without first removing
mercury-added components, as required
by law.
Aug. 19 ($225,140)
Wastewater discharged by a glass
manufacturing company in Milford into
wetlands adjacent to the Charles River
will be cleaner as a result of a recent

settlement between the manufacturer
and the EPA. Ardagh Glass Inc. agreed to
pay a $103,440 penalty and to fund three
environmental projects costing a total of
$121,700 to settle claims it was discharging
wastewater in violation of its permits.
During a September 2013 inspection of the
facility, the EPA found the company wasn’t
consistently in compliance with permit
effluent limitations for maximum daily
flow, acidity, temperature and residual
chlorine concentrations in cooling water it
discharged between 2010 and 2014.
Sept. 15 ($65,000)
The Town of Swampscott entered into a
consent decree with EPA and was fined
for failing to take remedial measures to
address pollution the Town discharged
into the ocean near local beaches. The
Federal filing alleged that Swampscott
discharged pollutants into its stormwater
drainage system in violation of its
permits. Upon inspection and multiple
incidences of outfall water sample testing,
it was found that the Town discharged
multiple pollutants into the waters of
Massachusetts and Nahant Bays including
e. coli, enterococcus bacteria, ammonia
and pharmaceutical and personal care
products. The consent decree imposes
a schedule to screen and monitor its
stormwater outfalls during both dry and
wet weather and requires eliminating of
flows conveying the pollutants.
Oct. 27 ($5,565)
MassDEP fined Woodland Village at
Hickory Hills Lake Condominium Trust,
which operates a wastewater treatment
facility at its condominiums of the same
name in Lunenburg, for violating state
water pollution control regulations. The
Trust holds a groundwater discharge
permit, which sets limits for the effluent
from its wastewater treatment facility.
According to monitoring data, those limits
were repeatedly exceeded, including the
limits for biochemical oxygen demand,
total nitrogen, nitrate-nitrogen and total
suspended solids.
Nov. 3 ($105,000)
MassDEP fined Long Beach Mortgage Loan
Trust for unauthorized alterations made
to about 10,000 square feet of wetlands
at 115-117 Merrill Ave. in Haverhill.
Preceding the foreclosure on this land by
the trust, Marilyn Campbell owned the

property and, during that time, removed
trees and vegetation. Gravel and tree
stumps and wood were also used as fill
material and deposited in the wetlands
without any local or state review or
approval. Until September, Campbell’s
son, Carl Campbell, who performed the
unauthorized alterations, continued to
occupy the site, which is a residential
dwelling.
Nov. 13 ($11,212)
DEP fined Oxford Sutton Development,
LLC, which has operated a wastewater
treatment facility that serves a multi-use
commercial development known as Oxford
Crossing in Oxford, for violating state water
pollution control regulations. The company
holds a groundwater discharge permit
issued by DEP in 2006 which authorizes the
discharge of treated sanitary wastewater.
The permit sets limits for the discharge of
the effluent from the wastewater treatment
facility. According to monitoring data
collected by the company, those limits were
repeatedly exceeded in 2014 and 2015,
including the limits for biochemical oxygen
demand, total nitrogen, nitrate-nitrogen
and total suspended solids.
Dec. 2 ($8,000)
DEP fined James M. St. Germain of
Charlton for filling and altering wetlands
at his property on Glen Echo Lake. DEP
had issued an order to Mr. St. Germain in
2012 for filling and altering wetlands at the
same location. In August 2015, in response
to renewed complaints, DEP conducted an
unannounced inspection and found that
Mr. St. Germain had again begun grading
and filling activities that altered about 30
linear feet of bank and 100 square feet of
land under waterbodies.
Dec. 4 ($14,380)
DEP fined the owner of a Salisbury marina
property for failure to take necessary safety
measures prior to initiating construction
activities on the site at 179 Bridge Street.
The property is owned by the commercial
realty firm BM LLC. As part of an audit,
DEP inspected the site May 21 and
extensive excavation and trenching was
observed. No site safety plan or soil
management plan had been prepared and
submitted to DEP prior to this work.
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A YEAR IN REVIEW AND
AMWS FISCAL YEAR REPORT
FOR 2014-2015
As is typical, membership dues accounted for approximately 40% of AMWS
income, with the remaining 60% from workshops. Membership was 233 (from
a high of 293 in 2008). Sixty-six percent of AMWS members did not attend any
of our workshops.
AMWS FY ’14-’15 workshops included:

AMWS’s budget covers overhead
(administrator, insurance, accounting and
fees, computer and software, web site and
email expenses, office supplies, telephone
and auto expenses), as well as the newsletter
and workshop costs. We had a loss in FY
’14-’15 due to a continued downturn in
membership and low attendance at some
of our workshops.
FY ’14-’15 BALANCE SHEET
(unadjusted)
ASSETS

Inland Streams: The Latest “Must Know” Regulations &
Science (Northborough);
8/26/15 WOTUS: How the New Rule Affects You (Concord);
6/12/15 Understanding & Completing Federal Wetland Data Forms
(Concord);
5/22/15 How to Complete Massachusetts Wetland Data Forms
(Concord);
3/10/15 Corps General Permit for Massachusetts Webinar; and
11/14/14 Annual Meeting: “Member’s Choice” (Ashland).
9/18/15

AMWS wishes to recognize the following members who were instructors
and moderators at our workshops this past fiscal year:
Karen Adams (retired, Corps of Engineers);
Alan Anacheka-Nasemann (Corps of Engineers);
Heidi Davis (MassDEP); John Dick (Hancock Associates);
Patrick Garner (Patrick Garner Co.);
Mike Howard (Epsilon Associates);
Scott Jackson (UMass-Amherst);
John Rockwood (EcoTec);
Cori Rose (USACOE);
Mike Sheehan (BlueFlags Ecological Services);
Nicole Sanford (City of Northampton);
Matt Schweisberg (Wetland Strategies & Solutions);
Matt Varrell (Needham ConCom); and
Glenn Wood, Esq. (Rubin & Rudman).

Current Assets
Checking/Savings
Certificate of Deposit

7,461

Checking

8,343

Total Checking/Savings

15,804

Other Current Assets
Office Equipment
Accumulated Depreciation
Office Equipment
Total Office Equipment
TOTAL ASSETS

-660
1,340
680
16,484

LIABILITIES & EQUITY
Equity
Retained Earnings

21,741

Net Income

-5,257

Total Equity
TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY

16,484
16,484

NATIONAL WETLAND PLANT LIST
WEBSITE HOSTS “ALL THINGS
WETLAND PLANTS”
Bob Lichvar, the director of the NWPL has created a down to earth series
of video modules on wetland plant field identification entitled “All Things
Wetland Plants”. Current videos posted include – Introduction, Natural
History of Ferns, Identifying Ferns, What is Common?, Wetland Ratings,
Dichotomous Keys, Discussion of Herbaria, A Lifetime of Botany and A
Reading on Genus.
Per the website, the video series is designed to provide information on
wetland plants with a focus on wetland plant identification in an unscripted,
relaxed format. Videos consist of lectures, discussions, and interviews
with local experts from across the country. Discussion materials, such as
slides, diagrams, lists of common plant species and regional field guides
to common wetland plants will be available for download. The website link
to “All Things Wetlands Plants” is http://rsgisias.crrel.usace.army.mil/
nwpl_static/plants/plants.html.
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